Below The Topaz Omega
is a boat which pretty
much all ages could
enjoy.
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of ballast at his disposal. Rob explained this is
down to clever positioning of buoyancy in the
deck and hull, and it's all self-draining with
transom flaps and self-bailers ensuring a dry
cockpit at all times.

Overall

Topper should do nicely with this one. The Omega
is a superb boat with loads of room, good
performance, nice looks, excellent systems and
fittings at a very good price. It's a boat which

pretty much all ages could enjoy — one up, two up,

three up, four up or more up. Try befare you buy,
but if you're in the market for this kind of boat |
would strongly recommend a test sail. m
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ANSWER BACK

from Rbh White

Many thanks to Jeremy Evans mr the !homugh boat
test. He recognised that the Topaz Omega is
‘a superb boat with loads of room, good
performance, nice looks, excellent systems and
fittings at a very good price’ and 'a great boat to
sail'. This sums up our design brief very succinctly.

We wanted to use Topper's 20-plus years of
knowledge in thermaplastics to create the largest
moulded trifam sandwich construction boat to date,
but at the same time make it a del:qht to sail. Right
from the very first sailing trials it was obvious that
this boat had something special about it. Since
then various industry experts have come to the
same conclusion that the Topaz omeqa isa superb
boat to sail.

It will also be a good boat tn own, with a good
value price, high durability and virtually no
maintenance, together with a great carrying

capacity and comfort factor. Indeed, the comfort
‘and space emanating from the high freeboard is a

special factor that customers need to experience
for themselves.

Production of the Topaz Omega 1s now al full
capacity, with orders from club racers, cruising
families, sailing clubs and holiday companies.

The Topaz Omega joins her smaller sister, the

‘Topaz Magno, to make a ls-strbnu Topaz range. We
‘recommend that you check out thﬂepaz models and

take the advice of Yachts and Yachting, book a test

-sail on the gmuadbrealung Topaz ﬂmm




TEST OMEGA

TOPAZ OMEGA

PHOTO JEREMY EVANS

The Topaz Omega is the longest, widest, roomiest
polyethylene dinghy to available to date. But does it
perform? Jeremy Evans took one of the first
production Omegas out on the water.

he rotomoulded polyethylene dinghy has inner and outer skin with plastic foam filling for
come of age, Topper's Topaz, Taz and lightweight rigidity — compares to its rivals is
Magno are good boats, but the Topaz impossible to judge without recourse to a

Omega seems like their most impressive to chainsaw and the endless test of time, but the
date. It's bigger than any other boat being built in plastic certainly looks good enough to cause

1S31 ASA

roto-moulded plastic, with Topper investing glassfibre boatbuilders a dose of nervous strain if
£400,000 in moulding machinery — and the they're in the same sector of the market.
capacity to go even larger. Like all the Topper range (except the original

How Topper's tri-lam (triple-layer) plastic — an Topper and the Byte), the Omega has been | 3
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responsive, fun and very and has had a hand in building a large chunk of forward beam of a racing cat like the Spitfire,
reasonable on speed. popular dinghy and cat classes. He's a which is also built by Rob White. Jib sheet leads
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