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rotomoulded Topaz range. Jeremy Evans travelled to
Italy for an extended test, getting a feel for the Vibe on
one of the finest dinghy sailing arenas in the world...
T he Vibe, and equally new Topaz Tres, an inspired decision as we enjoyed a week of
were both at Lake Garda to show off their perfect sailing conditions — a strong Force 4 every
paces, while Fraglia Vela Malcesine hosted afternoon, a Force 5-6 session early one morning
the 2006 Topper World Championship. So and a gently fading breeze to complete our final

it seemed like a good idea all round to test the new day. Being based at the wonderful newly opened
Vibe in Italy rather than the UK. It turned out to be Fraglia Vela Malcesine — surely set to be ranked >

The Vibe is the newest member of Topper’s low-cost, Q ::
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Right The black
spinnaker and orange
Mylar makes the Vibe an
attractive boat, with
good visibility through
the mainsail.

Below The Vibe powered
up easlily under
gennaker, but was
forgiving and
controllable.

Below right Launching is
easy, and although
heavier than a GRP boat
the Vibe is still light
enough for teenagers to
handle on land.

Below far right The Vibe
can be sailed three-up.

30 YACHTS AND YACHTING

T v oy

PHOTOS JEREMY EVANS

among the world's finest dinghy clubs — was pure
icing on the cake.

Design and development

At first glance, the Vibe is a scaled-down version
of the Xenon, which was launched last year as a
dinghy with racing potential, and more
performance-crientated than the ‘cruisey’ Omega
and Magno. First impressions are that Topper have
done a great job of making bland rotomoulded
plastic look attractive, which is not an easy task!
Restrained hull and deck colours get a stylish kick
from the super-shiny Mylar mainsail which
ensures the crew can see (through the clear
laminate) and be seen (far away with those fierce
red stripes), but still look refined. True credit to a
boat that's born and bred in Essex!

The Vibe rig and hull system continues the
design trend of all the larger Topaz boats, with an
aluminium front cross-beam that supports the rig
and acts as control command centre for the crew.

Rigging and launching

Rigging the Vibe from a trailer is a cinch. The
mast is light and short enough for an adult or
beefy teenager to step with minimal stress and
the whole rigging procedure is about as easy as
it's possible to get on a three-sail boat, helped by

a comprehensive PDF manual.

The Vibe's Mylar mainsail is straightforward fo
rig and hoist, with tack downhaul, outhaul and
gnav (upside-down vang out of the way of your
head) all fully adjustable while sailing. Its halyard
system is unusual, following catamaran practice by
locking into a side-entry cleat at the top of the
mast. Some people who tried the Vibe were
phased by this innovation and suggested it
wouldn't be suitable for sailing schools or a
mainsail drop prior to landing on a lee shore. |
don't believe there will be any problem, since it is
easy to lock the halyard in and out of its cleat with
a simple tug. The only difficulty we experienced
was getting the fall of the halyard taut, before it
was neatly stowed in a little bag shared with the
jib halyard. This was due to a missing plastic
bobble which holds it under a shockcord.

As for the jib, the Vibe has no roller/furler which
saves on complexity and cost. If you leave the boat
rigged on the beach or in the park, best practice is
to unhitch the sheets and roll the jib (made in
Dacron for prolonged life) around the forestay.

A fair comment about rotomoulded boats is that
they are inevitably heavier than glassfibre
sandwich construction, which could be used to
build a lighter Vibe — at considerable extra cost.
Pushing the Vibe around the boat park or up and




powered-up delight — loads of fun with full control,
whoever was on the tiller. You don't need a lot of
skill to have a good time with this boat, because
the Vibe has such nice, forgiving manners.

So, what about gybes — when dinghies with a
touch of performance are most prone to capsize?
The Vibe is about as easy as it gets — at least
with three sails. It's stable and predictable, with
the boat staying level as the boom comes across, »
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